means you have & system where it's
githear afl an or all off — the neatest
way. It also means that you can risk
not using the expensive senst. Load
anough lights into the cirouit and you
can soak up enough to avoid frying
the battery when it"s on; when it's off
the system is imart, 50 the battery just
gets used for the mercury switch stop
lamp. Bulb horns are increasingly
raplacing the complex and unreliable
glactrical type thése days, o0 tha
battery should have an easy life,
sitting on the rubber mounts you've
cunningly mads up.

Thea hallucination is completed by
the addition of rear-sets and clip-ong,

while a cheap racing seat will butt up
to the M55 tank very nicaly. Fitting
clip-ang cin seam a problem
considering the unique Royal Enflald
alloy stearing haad thing. No swaal —
barlow the top yoke it's unstressed, so
you can cut oul a suitably shaped
pigce (o take the clip-ons, Rear-sels
screw naatly into the sidecar lugs,
thoughtfully provided on both sides of
the bike, and the pilllon lootrests lugs
double up really wall as rear braks
lewver pivots and so on.

Purists would, of courge, paint the
whole thing Valspar vellow and
terrorise small villages, but if you're
notinto all this nostalgle stuff and just

want to use the bike in 1978, all the
periormancs improvements can be
incorporated at any stage that you
choose without sctually altering its
appearanca. The Morton forks,
remembar, were Enfield’s idea. The
résult will be a Roval Enfield Bullet
that goes faster, sounds nicer, handles
battar and doesn’t leak oll. The lights
will work and you'll be gble to do huge
jsurneys on it with 8 complete lack of
parancia. All the bits are being made,
they still cost less than the equivalents
tar an MZ, and it's an English
four-stroke single. Yaah, no doubt
about it, definitive English Working
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STILL not a believer? You just can’t picture the hamaly
Bullet as & brisk and reliable all-round runner? Then take
note of the achievemants of one Steve Linsdell, of
Westoning, Bedfordshire,

Steve bought & 1950 Bullet for ten quid some three
VRArS ago, and has g0 transfarmed the bike that he has
become the hot man to beat in the pre-1953 350cc class
at wintage race meetings. In two seasons he's claimed 11
victories, and on one cccasion on the long circuwit &t
Cadweeall linithed secand 1o Mck Broom's ultra-guick 650
Triumph in an unlimited event. ‘In that race there were 72
bikes with engines larger than mine,’ reports Steve. -

Mast of the £150 Steve has spent on his bike was
abvsorbed by new tyres and alloy rims. Running a 9.3:1
compressian ratio, the anging & revved 1o 8 maximum of
7000, which means the bike is almost cenainly capable of
an honest ton-plus, ‘At Sikverstona the athar day | got it
up to 700 in tap, which represented 107 mph an the
gearing | was running,’ said Steve.

While only small sums have been spient on the angine
itgelf, many man-howrs have been invested in setling it
up. Mods include a larger inlet valbve and an opened-up
inlet port, a skimmad head, and home-ground cams, A
pra-war solid-skirt Enfield piston is used to reach that
higher compression, while the big end bushing has been
replaced by a ca -raller affair which is baligved to
have originated from a 500 Bullet.

Next season Steve intends to continue 10 embarrass
TR Ajays and 350 Manx Nortons with the Bullel, and also
hopes to upset the Vincent-Trivmph domination of the
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Above: Steve Linsdell and the racing Bullet rencvated
from & £10 hack,

Top: writer Royce Creasey says Bullsts can be quick:
racer Steve Linsdell proves the point.

open class in vintage racing. '1°d like to put together ane
of the 700 twins for post-vintage events,” he revealed. As
the larger Enfields were basically doubled-up Bullets,
Steve’s expertise with the margue could shake a fow
feputations in 78,
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