Enfield Bullet: Tough

SOME YEARS ago, little knowing
whare it would lead, | did an article on
‘cheapa motorcycling” for Bike
magaring. It's now considerad paolite
to call the machines in question
working bikes, but the general
principht hasnt changed. | was then,
and still am, convinced that the
Valgcarta Vendam £ the délinitiva
English hike, At the same time ['ve
became increasingly aware that for
most of the people | know & Velo is a
compiete machanical mystery. In
addition, due to factors which are wall
known to most Velo owners, thare has
been an almost complete foul-up on
the supply of spares that will actually
hold together in use, assuming that
thiery "Il fit ini the first place. These are
serious objections for a working bike,
and in fact P'm forced to the conclugion
that the effort required to keep my
own Velo turning in the necessary
10,000-15,000 miles a year is getting
too much from the warking point of
vigw, Hopefully | shall be able to retire
the Vielo from active service and just
use it for pleasura, but this is of little
uss if you need a bike that works and
dion't really get off on an MZ,

Fortunately God sl appears to
support skinl bikers, and anather
maching meantioned all those years
ago is emerging as the definitive
English working bike. Just about
ewveryans who's really got into English
machinery comes across with the
same complaint: "These are lavely
machines but they all have such
stupid problems.” Valo owners resign
themsehes eventually to a leaking
primary chaincase, Triumph owners
shrug and accept high bore wear
and . . . vibration. Weuldn't it be good
if there waz a hike which was a5 mice,
but didn’t have stupid problama?

The 350 Royal Enfield Bullet doesn't
quite make it to that point, but it
comes very close, Unlike just aboul
every other company, Royal Enfield
continuad to develop their products
fifght through the sixties, with the
rasul that by the time they stopped
production in the early seventies thera
were selutions available 1o all the
probiems sufferad by the Bullets
made in the late Gifties. Due 1o this
sensible development Pt ramme,
just about all the late Enfield bits it the
Bullets. You can buy a "58 Bullet and
rgtro-fit @nough parts 1o twrn it inte &
guick, fine handling, oil-tight machine.
Add to this the Tact that just about all
paris are immediataly available at
sensible pricas, and that the parts fit
and work, and you can see that this is
looking like & good deal,
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It dosen’t stop there, either, If you're
mechanically illilerate and quite
raasonably don’t wish 1o learn that
language, a Bullet will still give you
excaplionally good service in return
for a level of maintenance just above
the trained ape stage. Providing you
can loleraty the ingvitable problems
[and you may not even notice some of
them| a standard mode! will give you
# very nice time. Should you choose to
discover mechanics and get into the
subpedt through your bike, the Bulletis
one of the least painful ways in. The
most esoteric feature, the unigue
lubrication system, is & logically
simple préssure arrangement, and is
much sasier 1o follow and
trouble-shoot than the Velocene's
flow system,

The Bullet even tends 1o (olerate
complate neglect and mechanical
ham-handedness, I've seen appalling
failures in Bullel angines that just kept

on going. Things like split hali-time
pinigns, broken pistons, cageless
main bearings, and the classic, tha
missing exhaust valve guide that |
mentioned in the sarvicing article in
tha last issue, When a Bullet finally
graunches to 8 standstill you seam 1o
b able to just remove the broken par,
fit & new one and continue. Any of
those failures would have spread a
Velo angine all over the county, The
final paint in the Bullet's favour, and
indeed Royal Enfields’ generally, is
that for seme strange reason
obvicusly eannectad with the
marketing policy of the cosmic
maotarcycle company, all Enfield
owners that 've ever met are really
nice people. You meet some real
weirdoe on Velos and some crashing
bores on Hondas, but Enfield owners
are all right!

There are some good technical
reasons behind the Bullet's gualities



