s ulli:i:l;e racin S‘lﬂ-
hlhhpllu-ll : e
Linadell ke done more lor Roval
Eafield"s reputation than the [aclory ever
achieved with its own competition
ellorts. Sieve wheeled ond & mew TOD twin
o complement the 350 dogle be had

the previons peason, and
proceeded to decimsie the opposition in
almost every major evend. Reyee Creasey
isoks inte the workings of & small bat
beanitiully effective eam.

SUCCESS in molor racing, the ancicnl
sages say, comes dowm to three factors,
all of which must be right if the
chequered flag is going to be a regular
sight. Of equal importance they are the
Maching, the Rider and the Team.
Standing in the Doniogton paddock
looking at Steve Linsdell’s 1953 700
Meteor twin, parked next to his 1950
350cc Bullel sangle, it was clear that he
has managed to achieve this delicate
balance. There can be no doubt that
Sleve, the rider, is veéry good. I managed
i pei clear of the bar enough times Lo
actually watch the appropriate races. No
105, the ensemble’s regular number,
apart from being in front by & s e
margin. was always on the same line and
always going through the braking and
accelerating operalions in the same
places. Listening 10 the power being
turped into it was copvinging — no
hesitant bursis, just a clean

commencement of sound as he rode
throwgh the comer.

Then there's the team. In this case it"s a
pretty small unit, just Steve and his tech
man 3imon Lowe, who apparently was
responsible for the initial encouragement
for the vénture inlo vinlage racing.
Enfield owners everywhere say "Thank
you, Simon”. The best way to judge the
effectiveness of a team is 1o look nat anly
at the bikes but at its peripherals, the bits
and pieces judged necessary to keep the
machines iogether. This tcam makes it in
every way. I came acroed the van while it
was deserted and closed up. The two
bikes were parked behind it, both on
identical slands, both clean and ready.
That was all, no oil puddles, ao junk, bits
of broken machinery or swearin
mechanics. Even the van looked cared
for

Closer inspection of the bikes rewealed
the sort of detailed preparation that wins
races. Everyihing involved with this
effort 3 simple, minimal and secure.
Wherever the fwo machines can use the
same bits this has been done. Thus seats,
suspensions, wheels, tyres, tanks, and
hars are all identical, The few bits that
have to be added 1o go racing, mainky
engne breathing arrange ments, are
likewise identical on the 350 and the 700,
and are also neat and compact, I'm not
especially up on Royal Enfickd, except
perhaps for the Jater 350 single, bur ['ve
been around for long enough to have
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cxiensive lobrication mods have betn elfecled. Engine ol iz now

added via chaincase breather.

Wl\y the Linsdell Enfields work

some 1dea of the bits that break, leak and

fall off. Looking round these two bikes it

was clear that Simon knows all the

potentizl failings too. At all the key

points on the bikes is o short and neat

piece of locking wire, or @ minimal
ilication,

It's templing to say that the ability that
can produce this sort of préparation on 3
winning bike is wasted on post-vintage
raciog, but ] guess it"s being done for love
here; doing it for money in something
like Farmula ] car racing protably isn't
anvthing like as much fun. Some
indwcation of the level of reliability
achieved can be got from the reply to
journalist’s standard queition No 23
“What sort of prablems have you had with
it 0 far?" A pause for reflection produced
the memory of the magnetn coming loose
at Brands. Not, you understand, falling
off or breaking, just coming a bit loose.
You cap bet that won't happen again,
EVET, ;

O, you don't believe any of this, you
regard it as eommon knowledpe and quine
obvious that really Steve is just an
average nider and Simon just an average
tech, &0 the secret of this runaway success
miest b in the bikes, and would | kindly

&1 on with lelling everyone what gocs
imto them. The 150°s performance may
have been less of a surprise than the way
the 700 emerged as an instant winner; it
certainly was to me because although I've
always rated the 350, the big Enfizlds

oll filler neck hints that



