Bullets come with front forks giving
varying amounts of laad. but the 1%n
extension leg pictured hers seems to
provide optimum handling. A heavier
grade of oil will also help matters, as
will the installation of Girling rear
strut springs.

Hydural § for real reliability. Keeping
the valves out of the arstream needs
somgthing a little more exotic than the
stoam enging units fitted, but
fortunately the scrambles cams,
logically marked 'S’, do the job well
enough, Mote that thers are two types
of cam; one has a flat rear face, the
other a shoulder, and any engine will
taka onby one type. That gats the
mixture in the right place at the right
tima, but to make [ go bang with
sufficient anthusiasm, slap in the
Crusader Sport piston which gives
about 9.8:1 campression in a Bullet.
A3 it's a long stroke anging, piston
speed is a drag, 5o relieve the
non-thrust faces of the piston and
chamfer the inner edge of the skirt.

Al this work is a complete waste of
time if the rest of the engine sn'tup to
scratch. Mothing finizhes off a
part-worn boftom end as fast as a
renovated and tuned topend _ . _In
betwaen all this is the connecting rod.
It's @ mica number in light alloy that

Check you fit right type of cam: upper
wviarsion has flat rear face, part on right
is shouldered.

will take anything you can hand it for
about 50,000 miles, but when it l6ts go
it'll probably cut the engine in half.
Therefore, unless you know that you'll
naver excead the maker's
racommaended rav limit and you ve
s@an a completa absence of scratching
or nicks on the rod in your angine, it's
absolutely waorth fitting a new rod next
time you changs the big end. Earliar
Buliats are already eligibie for certain
post-vintage racing classas, and thea
Twedk there may be to use a Velo rod,
which is much the samie size. Rods for
Bullets are cheap and available new.
Crankcases could be a problem,
however,

Having donae all this on the insida
it's necessary to change the rigid oil
pipes for flexible lings, and screwing a
longer ol filler neck in will aid
braathing and make topping up easiar.
Enfield made several lengths, but | use
a plumbing fitting solderad into the
ariginal nick, Painting the engine
black may seem a bit silly, but this
motar does run hot and mat black
does help to dissipate heat. Bearing in
mind all this hard work and heat, I'd
recommend Silkalens straight 50 oil
for summer, and 40 for winter, or
perhaps 40 and 30 respectively if you
only do ghort runs and ean't gt inta
warming it up before turning it on.

So far we've got this gentle,
somewhat overweight English tourar
with an engine that'll make it go much
too fast. Making it handle comes down
to how much monay you can spand.
The top kit consists of the Norton
Hoadholder front and complate, as
fitted to latar Enfield twins, plus the
alloy casting from the post-"70 Enfield
Meteor that finally attaches the rear of
the enging to the frame, Girlings
should réplace tha original rear struis,
and obviously Roadrunners should
stick it all to the road. Save weight by
throwing away 3ll the sheet
matal-work and replace it with alfoy or
fibre glass. The Velocette MSS tank
fitg well and improves the looks 200
per cant, you fust have to cut it about a
bit. This sort of activity may get you
lynched by the local Velo owners” clul
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Alloy casting linking rear of engine to
frame comes from post-"70 Meteors.
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and in fact the Velo people in my town
have stolen my MSS tank and are
hiding it. But you'll have a lot of fun
riding the monster when it"s finishad,
It's not necessary to change the
dppearance to make it go batter, of
course. And the handling can be
improwed even if a8 Norton front end
comes across as beyond the working
bike sphere. Tha 1% in extension forks
running haavier oil work O, and
althaugh it's a somewhat erude rmod
you'll find that Girling rear strut
springs can be used to replace the
internal originals. This also allows the
spring rates (o ba brought dowr. |
used the Manx Noron multi-rates
back Im the sixties, but there is a
current Girling alternative. Whether
you get inte modifications at this level
s & personal chaice, but | think it's
wiarth it and aftar all, Enfisid
incorporated most of these mods into
the models they built after the Bullet
Certainly warthwhila, whatever
your inclinations, is an improvement
to the braking. I've never managed to
make the single-sided seven-inch unit
waork, but with the six-inch
double-sided number, grinding the
operating cams oval increases the
feverage and, providing the back
plates are corractly cantrad, makes
evarything work quite weall by tha
standards of an English brake, There
are alternative linings around these
days. but the originals seem to offer
the best compromise. Modern linings
tend to be a bit grabby for slack old
English forks.
iral tauches could inelude the
standard 12-valt/ rener diode electrical
systern, allowing for halagen
headlights and groovy stuff like that,
The original awitches and wiring
wiould undoubtedly vapourise
immadiataly if subjected o that sort of
exparignce, and the anly part that you
nead which was not menticned in the
iast iIssue’s article on electrics is &
a-ng switch. This is basically two
otax type toggle switches side by
side, aparated by a single toggle. You
run the AC down one sice and the DC
dowen the ather. With & magnets thia
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